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THE DETERMINANTS OF VOTER TURNOUT IN
TURKEY: TELEVISION EFFECT AS A SPECIAL CASE

Abstract

The topic of the determinants of voting turnout has become a common research area in political econ-
omy and public choice. We study on Turkey in this paper and particularly try to find how television
influences people in terms of participation to the elections. We use panel data econometric method and
create a dummy variable that identify the provinces where television transmitter was set up before
election. We show that the provinces where residents began to follow television broadcast participated
the elections much more compared to provinces without television broadcasting. We also find that
income per capita, high school and university graduate ratio and population variables are associated
with voter turnout in Turkey.

Keywords: Voter Turnout, Mass Media, Panel data, Television

TURKIYE'DE SECIMLERE KATILIMIN BELIRLEYICILERi: OZEL DURUMDA
TELEVIZYON ETKiSi"

Ozet

Secimlere katilim oraninin belirleyicileri konusu politik ekonomi ve kamu tercihinde ortak bir aragtir-
ma konusu olmustur. Bu makalede Tiirkiye’de se¢imlere katilim anlaminda televizyonun halki nasil
etkiledigi arastirilmistir. Aragtirma teknigi olarak, 1969-2009 yillar1 arasinda panel veri ekonometrisi
ile se¢cimlerden Once televizyon vericilerinin kuruldugu illeri belirleyen kukla degisken kullanilmstir.
Calisma sonucunda televizyon yayimini izlemeye baglayan illerde yasayanlarin televizyon yayininin
olmadigr illere gore daha fazla se¢imlere katilim gosterdigi bulunmustur. Ayrica kisi basi gelir, lise ve
iiniversite mezunu orani ve niifus degiskenlerinin Tiirkiye’de se¢imlere katilim ile iligkili oldugu bu-
lunmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Se¢imlere Katilim, Medya, Panel Data Ekonometrisi, Televizyon

1. INTRODUCTION

In Turkey, The Turkish Radio and Television Corporation (TRT) was established on 1964 and
started to broadcast with a transmitter located in the capital, Ankara, in 1968. After this milestone, the
provinces reached to the television signals on different dates via transmitters. Mainly television be-
came widespread after 80°s. It is clearly shown that most of the citizens have followed the news from
television channels (RTUK, 2009). TRT is known with its unbiased news since it is a formal public
organization.

Television broadcast and newspaper articles are one of the most important sources for citizens
to be informed about politics or politicians. The media’s central role in determining what information
about the public justifies the recent increased attention to how to media shapes public knowledge and
behaviour (Besley and Burges, 2002).

Theory suggests that news media may affect political outcome through two important chan-
nels. First, media spread disseminate information about politics, which may in turn increase political
participation (Fedderson 2004). Second media may persuade voters to support particular parties or
politics or indirectly shift party support (Graber 2000). In the light of this link, we will endeavour to
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uncover the causality between watching television, in other words getting television signals in regions,
and political participation.

It is commonly expressed that in a market with no alternative media sources, turnout is de-
pressed because voters have limited information about politic issues, candidates and parties in elec-
tions.

The difference in the voting behaviour among agents comes from the presence of asymmetric
information: some agents are informed, some uninformed (Lassen, 2004). The central result of
Feddersen and Pesendorfer (1996) is that it can be optimal for uninformed independent voters to ab-
stain from voting even though they may prefer one alternative to the other.

To address the possibility of a spurious relationship, firstly we discuss theory and evidence on
the determinants of voter turnout the extent to which there could be correlation with political outcomes
of interest (television).

Geys (2006) provides an assessment of the empirical works that look for the answer of why
people turn out. He limited his scope that part of the literature which uses aggregate-level data. He
takes into account the estimation results from 83 studies where the dependent variable is voter turnout
measured at district, municipality, state or country level. The reason for this focus on aggregate-level
empirical work is that, at this level, individual idiosyncrasies cancel each other out (Matsusaka and
Palda, 1999).

Matsusaka (1995) embeds an information theory in the standard rational voter model. The key
link is that a person's expected benefit from casting a decisive vote is increasing in her certainty that
she is supporting the best candidate. As a result, the person is more likely to vote as she becomes sur-
er about which way to vote. Confidence in a voting decision is increased by raw information about
candidates and knowledge about the model of the world. Thus, as the price of information falls and
knowledge rises a person's probability of voting goes up.

Lerner (1958) argues that as a result of industrialization and urbanization, the rural masses re-
alize job opportunities and improved welfare of urban centres which propel them towards the cities.
Once they arrive in the cities, they are further motivated to learn how to read and write and they began
to follow the news in media. They discover that literacy is a necessity in the urban lifestyle and written
culture of the city. If one is literate enough to follow the news in the printed media, it has become
more available to have politic ideas and to be informed about the candidates or elections. Literacy and
education tend to motivate mass media exposure and increase an interest in the affairs of government.

Section 2 gives a literature review of media and voter turnout, section 3 mentions about politi-
cal background of Turkey, section 4 explain the specification method of the research and econometric
results and section 5 concludes the paper.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW OF MEDIA AND VOTER TURNOUT

Gentzkow (2006) uses variation across markets in the timing of television’s introduction to
identify its impact on voter turnout in the United States. He shows that the entry of television in a
market coincided with sharp drops in consumption of newspapers and radio and in political knowledge
as measured by election surveys. He found a significantly negative effect, accounting for between a
quarter and a half of the total decline in turnout since 1950s.

Stromberg (2004) investigates whether radio increased voter turnout. His paper mainly focus-
es on radios impact on public spending. He argues that governors allocated more funds to areas with a
high voter turnout. If radio ownership increases the probability of turnout, then radio can also affect
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the allocation of relief spending via turnout. Voter turnout is likely to be increasing in radio penetra-
tion since people who listen to the radio become better informed about politics and therefore also more
likely to vote. He finds that an increase in the share of households with radios by one percent increases
turnout by 0.12 percent.

Lehoucq and Wall (2004) use several Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) models to evaluate the
impact of sociological, institutional and spatial approaches to turnout across the municipalities of Gua-
temela. They find that more citizens turn out to vote as the size of a municipality decreases.

The rational theory of voting suggests that while the payoff from voting increases, ceteris pa-
ribus, voter participation will increase also. In previous researches, it is mentioned that broadcast me-
dia may have had some initial expansionary influence on voter participation in initial years of the ad-
vent of radio and television, however it was soon exhausted (Campbell, 1962).

In an article based on a telephone survey in Copenhagen voters, it is found that there is a caus-
al effect of being informed on the propensity to vote in an referendum setting. The average treatment
effect of being informed on the propensity to vote is 20 percentage points.

Settle and Abrams(1976) study the effects of some explanatory variables besides radio and
television ownership on voter turnout in USA. They find that positive and generally significant coeffi-
cients on the radio and television variables indicate that more media related information about candi-
dates encourage voting. They also suggest that income is negatively related to voter turnout.

In a recent study which has been built on assumptions about the way media markets affect pol-
itics, it is showed that newspapers have a robust positive effect on political participation (Gentzkow et
al, 2009). They estimate that one additional newspaper increases both prudential and congressional
turnout by approximately 0.3 percent points. An interesting result is that the effect on presidential
turnout decreases after the introduction of radio and television. Their result is consistent with a model
based on newspaper affect the political process mainly by providing information.

Literature on media effect on has significantly grown in recent years. Dellavigna and Kaplan
(2007) has looked for an answer for the question of “does media bias affect voting behaviour?”. They
analyze the entry of Fox News in cable markets and its impact on voting. After the conservative Fox
News Channel was introduced into the market in 1996, it is found that there is a significant effect of
the introduction of Fox News on the vote share in Presidential elections between 1996 and 2000. Re-
publicans gained 0.4 to 0.7 percentage points in the towns that broadcast Fox News.

Waldfogel and Obeholzer-Gee (2006) find that Hispanic voter turnout increased by 5 to 10
percentage points, relative to non Hispanic voter turnout, in markets where local Spanish Language
television news became available. Their argument is that television carries both local and national
news which are relevant for people in elections.

Two recent articles investigate the causal effect education on voter turnout, Dee (2003) and
Milligan, Moretti and Oreopoulos (2003) use U.S. state government variation in compulsory schooling
laws as instruments to identify the effect of education on voter turnout and other aspects of civic par-
ticipation. Both studies find that more education causes a higher propensity to vote. Milligan, Moretti
and Oreopoulos further find that education also implies greater interest in politics. However, this does
not imply a causal effect of more knowledge on the propensity to vote and thus, leaves open the ques-
tion of exactly how education increases turnout; several reasons are possible, including lowering costs
of information processing but also through reducing alienation and increasing compliance with social
norms through socialization (Lassen, 2004).
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3. POLITICAL BACKGROUND OF TURKEY

The first multiparty elections in republican Turkey were held in 1946, though there is general
agreement that these were not completely free and fair. However, only four years later, the govern-
ment changed peacefully and democratically through popular election. The outcome of the 1950 elec-
tion was rather dramatic. The party (Republican People’s Party, CHP) that had founded the Republic
was voted down, and the opposition (Democrat Party, DP), who were to govern Turkey for the follow-
ing decade, won the election with a stunning 83.8 percent parliamentary majority. The DP’s ten-year
rule was ended by a coup on May 27, 1960. In 1961, electoral politics resumed with a new constitution
and election law that introduced proportional representation.

Although the multi-party era of Turkey experienced three democratic breakdowns and military
coups in 1960, 1971 and 1980, popular elections for national and local public offices have become
institutionalized in Turkey (Carkoglu, Kalaycioglu, 2007).

The years 1961 and 1980 came under the influence of the liberal 1961 Constitution and multi-
party pluralism, which led to multiplication of political parties in the National Assembly, coalition
governments and voluntary associations and vigorous and free press. The load of mass political partic-
ipation became so important for the political system that it failed to cope with it. The Turkish political
system was interrupted again in 1980 by the military forces. A first parliamentary election after the
coup has been made in 1983. In comparison to the pre 1980 period of Turkey, Turkish voting partici-
pation rates seem to be quite high in the post 1983 period.

The citizens participated with a highly proportion to the elections in the first election after
1980 coup. The citizens uncovered their protest to military intervention by using the democratic rights.
The government which was formed by Turgut Ozal adopted liberal politics particularly in economic
area. Turkey has become more open to the world economy. As a result of this kind of politics, Turkish
economic and politics improved gradually in terms of human rights, gross domestic product and inter-
national trade.

Until 2002, Turkey was governed by coalition governments. As a big financial crisis occurred
in 2001, people mostly changed their perspective to the previous parties that lead to this bad economic
condition and then Justice and Development Party, AKP, won the elections with a high voting ratio
(34.4 %) and became unique party in the government.

Taking part in the national and local elections has always attracted a lot of popular support and
the voting participation rates in the country have been relatively high.

The graph below demonstrates the voter turnout in elections in our sample between 1970 and
2010.
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Parliamentary systems have two components. First, there are macro-level structural variables
that include political parties and the party system, electoral laws and processes, and the rules pertain-
ing to the functioning of formal institutions. Second, there are individuals who make decisions: They
choose to vote or not to vote, and if they prefer voting, they then make a choice between available
alternatives. Moreover, while some individuals have strong political attachments, others are rather
fickle and can readily change their preferences.

4. SPECIFICATION METHOD AND ECONOMETRIC RESULTS

We assume that all agents behave according to information theory and we accept that televi-
sion provides relevant information to voters whether it determines they will go to the election polls or
not.

We use panel data set to reveal dynamics that are difficult to detect with cross-sectional data.
We would like to uncover long term effects and development variables on voter turnout.

Independent variables are taken from censuses between 1965 and 2000 while the dependent
variable, voter turnout, is taken from election data. Then We match the explanatory variables to the
eligible voters in elections. For example if the election was made in 1979 and the census is available in
1980, We use 1980 demographic variables for election which is held one year ago. The resource of
both data is Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat).

The following specification is used to test whether television increased voter turnout,

b=t i+ BTV + B X + &4

This equation is estimated using a panel of provinces 1973-2009 including province fixed ef-

fects, u, , election year fixed effects, 4, , and a set of exogenous variables, X, , which we present on

ct

IJBEMP
(International Journal of Business, Economics and Management Perspectives
Uluslararas: i§letme, Ekonomi ve Yonetim Perspektifleri Dergisi) Yil: 2, Sayi:6, Mart 2017, s. 1-10



The Determinants Of Voter Turnout In Turkey: Television Effect As A Special Case

v

table 1. The coefficient B, measures the effect of television on voter turnout. We are interested in

testing this coefficient is positive, f,> 0.

The dependant variable, t

ct?

is voter turnout in general elections in period 1973 and 2009. An-

other variable in regression is that the high school and university graduate ratio to the eligible voters in

the population of the provinces.

We design a dummy variable, TV , to capture the influence of the broadcast media. Presuma-
bly as television became widespread at homes of potential voters, the flow of information about candi-

dates and parties increased, ceteris paribus. Dummy variable is generated as follow:

~ {1 , If the election was held after television transmitter set in province i.

0, otherwise.

The summary statistics for the variables in analysis are shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Summary Statistics

}

Variable Mean Std. Dev. Min Max
Voter turnout 78.93603 9.791336 49.1 97.1
High school, university 17.55199 8.366617 3.614217 | 40.62264
graduate
Television Dummy .6950355 14612109 0 1
Population 171523.1 232996.6 13258 1432061
Income per capita 7.582895 6.547701 1.621115 40.78487
Table 2: Econometric Results
Model 1 Model 2
Variable Voter Turnout Voter Turnout (logarithmic)
Constant 65.714%** (62.22) 4.954%** (9.18)

Television Dummy

8.849*** (6.83)

-0.456 (-1.29)

Highschool and University graduate

ratio

0.402%** (5.27)

0.099*** (3.55)

Income per capita

0.199*** (4.17)

Population -0.001*** (-3.32) -0.299** (-9.57)
Observation 282 141
R2 0.50 0.54

*** significant at 1 percent, ** significant at 5 percent, t statistics in parenthesis.
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Table 2 reports fixed effect pane data estimation results. Model 1 includes the period of 1973-
2009 which we examined 6 election times. The reason why we selected this time period is that there is
a variation among provinces on reaching television signals in Turkey. We did not use income per capi-
ta variable in model one since it is not publicly available over the period. The coefficient of television
transmitter dummy in model 1 is positive and statistically significant. The results show that television
caused a significant increase in voter turnout. In other word, the individuals who live in provinces
where television transmitter set up went to the polls much more, which is 8.849 percentage point.

It is also seen that high school and university graduate ratio increases voter turnout. This re-
sult is parallel with the literature that is more informed people more likely participate to the elections
since they are more conscious their utility and preferences.

In model 2 We try to identify the determinants of voter turnout for several socio-economic
variables. The variables in Model 2 are expressed in logarithmic form. Importantly, the relationship
specified by most analyses may not be optimal, as there can be wide variation in population sizes
across the sample. As such, it might be better to regard the natural logarithm of population size as is
done in several paper, Filer and Kenny (1980), Blais and Dobrzynska (1998)*.

The election years we examine in this regression are 1984, 1989 and 1999. The reason why
We did not include 1994 election is that income data are not found for this year as censuses are held
periodically in 10 years. Therefore We use 1999 election data and census. What is interesting in model
2 is that television dummy is statistically insignificant. We interpret this fact in this way; since most
cities of Turkey were penetrated by television signals after 1985, watching television effect on voter
turnout disappears. High school and university graduate ratio variable is still important to explain the
determinants of voter turnout.

To control for the influence of income on voter turnout, We enter per capita GDP for each
province (in 1987 prices) into the regressions. We find that voter turnout is higher in rich provinces
relatively to poor provinces. The regression also shows that economic development fosters voter turn-
out. The reason underlying this hypothesis is that economic development makes people more informed
and engaged in the political process (Powell, 1982). Powell does find a positive correlation between
economic development and voter turnout.

The coefficient of population variable is negative and statistically significant in both models.
This is parallel to the theory. Intuitively apparent, the greater the size of the community, the smaller
the probability becomes that one single will make a difference. This leads a decrease in the expected
utility from voting and makes it more likely that one abstains. Therefore this result shows the negative
relation between population size and turnout rates.

5. CONCLUSION

This paper tries to uncover the determinants of voting turnout in Turkey between 1969 and
2009 in terms of decades. This topic has become a common research area in political economy and
public choice literature. We study on Turkey in this paper and particularly try to find out how televi-
sion influences people in terms of participation to the elections. Using a dummy variable that identify
the provinces where television transmitter was set up before election, WE show that the provinces
where residents began to follow television broadcast participated the elections more compare to previ-
ous election years. We also find that income per capita, high school and university graduate ratio and
population is associated with voter turnout. Those results reveal that mass media, particularly televi-

1 We also run the regression in normal form and the results are parallel but logarithmic forms represent robust
relation.
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sion broadcasting might affect voting behaviour of electorates and hence politicians may have an in-
centive to control the state television of the countries.
REFERENCES

Besley T. and Burgess R., The Political Economy of Government Responsiveness: Theory and Evi-
dence from India, The Quarterly Journal of Economics, November 2002.

Blais A., Dobrzynska A., Turnout in Electoral Democracies, European Journal of Political Research
33:239-261, 1998.

Campbell A., “Has television reshaped politics?” , Columbia Journalism Review, 1 (Fall 1962), 10-13

Carkoglu A., Kalaycioglu E., Turkish Democracy Today: Elections, Protest and Stability in an Islamic
Society, Published in 2007, Tauris.

David Drasen Lassen, 2004, The Effect of Information on Voter Turnout: Evidence from a Natural
Experiment, American Journal of Political Science, Volume 49, Issue 1.

DellaVigna S. and Kaplan E., “The Fox News Effect: Media Bias and Voting”, The Quarterly Journal
of Economics, August 2007.

Dee, Thomas S. 2003. “Are There Civic Returns to Education?”” Journal of Public Economics.

Federsen J.T, Rational Theory and The Paradox of Not Voting, The Journal of Economic Perspective,
Vol.18, No.1, 2004.

Feddersen, Timothy J & Pesendorfer, Wolfgang, 1996. "The Swing Voter's Curse," American Eco-
nomic Review, American Economic Association, vol. 86(3), pages 408-24, June.

Filer J.E., Kenny L.W.1980, Voter Turnout and the benefits of voting, Public Choice 35, 575-585.

Gentzkow, M. 2006. "Television and Voter Turnout,” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, MIT
Press, vol. 121(3), pages 931-972, 08.

Gentzkow M. , Shapiro J. M. , Sinkinson M. , *“ The effect of newspaper entry and exit on electoral
politics” , NBER Working Papers, 2009.

Geys B., Explaining voter turnout: A Review of aggregate-level research, Electoral Studies 24 (2006),
637-663.

Graber, Doris A. ed.2000. Media Power in Politics. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press College.

Lehoucq, F., Wall L.D., 2004, Explainig voter turnout rates in new democracies: Guatemela, Electoral
Studies 23, 485-500.

Lerner D. (1958), The Passing of The Traditional Society, Newyork, Free Press.
Matsusaka J.G., Palda F. 1999, Voter Turnout: How much can we explain, Public Choice 98, 431-446.

Matsusaka J.G., 1995, Explaining Voter turnout patterns : An information Theory, Public Choice 84:
91-117.

Milligan, Kevin, Enrico Moretti, and Philip Oreopoulos. 2003. “Does Education Improve Citizenship?
Evidence from the U.S. and the U.K.” Journal of Public Economics.

Obeholzer Gee F., Waldfogel J. “Media Markets and Localism: Does Local news En Espanol Boost
Hispanic Voter Tuenout?, NBER Working Paper, 2006.

IJBEMP
(International Journal of Business, Economics and Management Perspectives
Uluslararas: i§letme, Ekonomi ve Yonetim Perspektifleri Dergisi) Yil: 2, Sayi:6, Mart 2017, s. 1-10


http://ideas.repec.org/a/aea/aecrev/v86y1996i3p408-24.html
http://ideas.repec.org/s/aea/aecrev.html
http://ideas.repec.org/s/aea/aecrev.html
http://ideas.repec.org/a/tpr/qjecon/v121y2006i3p931-972.html
http://ideas.repec.org/s/tpr/qjecon.html

The Determinants Of Voter Turnout In Turkey: Television Effect As A Special Case

v

Powell, G. B., Comtemporary Democracies: Participation, Stability and Violence. Cambridge: Har-
vard University Press

RTUK, Radio and Television Supreme Council, Television Watching Propensity Study 2.

Settle R.F and Abrams, B.A., “The determinants of voter participation: A more general model”, Public
Choice, 1976.

Stromberg D., Radio's Impact on Public Spending, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 119(1), 2004..

IJBEMP
(International Journal of Business, Economics and Management Perspectives
Uluslararas: i§letme, Ekonomi ve Yonetim Perspektifleri Dergisi) Yil: 2, Sayi:6, Mart 2017, s. 1-10

10


http://people.su.se/~dstro/Radio.pdf

S ECONOYy, e
&9 $ "
N =T
7 PERSPECTIVES

International Journal of Business, Economics and Management Perspectives

S

A
2
p
=
A4
&
&

Uluslararasi Isletme, Ekonomi ve Yonetim Perspektifleri Dergisi

ISSN: 2458-8997

Yil: 2, Say1: 6, Mart 2017, s. 11-20

Yrd. Dog. Dr. Ziilfiikar Aytac KISMAN

Harvard Universitesi, Doktora Sonrasi Arastirmacisi, kisman@fas.harvard.edu
(TUBITAK 2219 Doktora Sonras1 Arastirma Burs Programi Kapsaminda)

Firat Universitesi, Ogretim Uyesi, aytac@firat.edu.tr

Hilay YALCIN
Firat Universitesi, Girisimcilik ve Yenilik Yonetimi Ana Bilim Dal1 Yiiksek Lisans Ogrencisi

hilay.yalcin@gmail.com

ULUSLARARASI SiYASI KRIZLERIN DIS TICARETE ETKIiSi: I. KORFEZ SAVASI
ORNEGI


mailto:kisman@fas.harvard.edu
mailto:aytac@firat.edu.tr

Uluslararas: Siyasi Krizlerin Dis Ticarete Etkisi: 1. Korfez Savasi Ornegi
|

v

ULUSLARARASI SiYASI KRiZLERIN DIS TICARETE ETKIiSi:

I. KORFEZ SAVASI ORNEGI
Ozet

Osmanli Devleti’nin son doneminden itibaren yoniinii bati medeniyeti olarak belirleyen Tiirkiye,
Cumhuriyetin ilanindan sonra da bat1 ile olan baglarin siyasi ve ekonomik baglamda gelistirmeye ¢alismistir.
Cografi konumu, enerji kaynaklari, iklimi, tarim {riinlerinin ¢esitliligi, turizm imkanlar1 sayesinde stratejik aci-
dan biiyiik bir 6neme sahip olan Tiirkiye nin bu jeo-stratejik pozisyonu iilkemizin gerek yerel gerekse de ulusla-
rarast gesitli kriz ve problemlerle karsi karsiya kalmasinda 6nemli rol oynamistir.

Bu ¢aligmada, genel olarak kriz kavrami incelenmis ve iilkeler arasinda yasanan olaylarin krize do-
niigmesinin ekonomik, siyasi, sosyal nedenleri ve sonuglar1 uluslararasi boyutta incelenmistir. Ayrica Tiirki-
ye’nin cografi ve stratejik konumu iizerinde durularak bunun diger {iilkelerle olan ekonomik ve siyasi iliskileri-
mizi nasil etkiledigi anlasilmaya calisilmistir. Tiirkiye’nin en dnemli ticaret ortaklarindan birisi olarak Irak ile
dis ticaretimiz incelenmis ve Korfez Savasi’nin {ilke arasindaki bu ticari iligkiye etkileri arastirilmustir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Uluslararasi Krizler, Savas, Dis Ticaret, I. Korfez Savasi, Irak

THE EFFECTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL CRISES ON FOREIGN TRADE:
I. GULF WAR CASE

Abstract

Turkey, starting from the latest periods of Ottoman State set her direction through the West, and tried
to develop political and economic relations with the western countries after the foundation of the republic as
well. Turey has great strategic importance with her geographical location, energy resources, climate, diversity of
the agricultural products, toruism facilities. This jeostrategic position of Turkey plays important role on our
country’s facing several domestic and international crisis and problems.

In this study, in general, the concept of crisis has been investigated and the economic, political and
social reasons leading the incidents occured among the countries into crisis have been analyzed at international
level. Moreover the geographical and strategic position of Turkey have been examined in terms of how this fac-
tor effect our economic and political relations with the other countries. The foreign trade between Turkey and
Iraq, as one of the strongest trade partners of Turkey, has been scrutinized by mentioning the First Gulf War’s
effects on these trade relationship.

Keywords: International Crisis, War, Foreign Trade, I. Gulf War, Iraq
GIiRIiS

2 Agustos 1990°da Irak’in Kuveyt’i iggal etmesinden otiirii baslayan ve kod ad1 ol Firtinast Harekdti
olan Korfez Savasi, sonrasindaki gelismelerle beraber diinya tarihinde 6nemli bir yer edinerek biitlin diinya iilke-
lerinin ilgi ve dikkatini ¢ekmeyi basarmuistir. Savas fiilen yaklagik 3 hafta siirmiis olsa da dncesinde ve sonrasin-
da etkileri, nedenleri ve sonuglari ile ¢ok konusulan bir savag olmustur. Savagin ekonomik sonuglari diistiniildii-
giinde Tiirkiye i¢in neden bu kadar 6nem tasidig1 net bir gergeklik olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Gliniimiizdeki
ekonomik iligkilere bakildiginda da bu yondeki kaygilarin ne derece yerinde oldugu anlasilmaktadir.

Ulkelerin ekonomik sosyal baglarinin kopmasina, mevcut iligkilerinin azalmasina ve yipranmasina ne-
den olan sebeplerin krize doniismesinde, iilkeleri, siiregleri yoneten liderlerin pay: biiyiiktiir. Ulkeler arasinda
krizler dikkatle incelendiginde, siyasi istikrarsizligin ekonomik istikrarsizlig1 beraberinde getirdigi goriilmekte-
dir. EKonomik olarak biiyiimek i¢in, siyaseten istikrarl bir tutum sergilemek krizlerin bilylimemesi i¢in kaginil-
mazdir. Siyasi istikrar ve giiclii konum iilkelerin gelecegi ve sosyo-ekonomik kalkinma icin hayati derecede
onemlidir.
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Krizlerin savaga doniigmesi ise iilkeler arasi iligkilerin yipranmasina ve ticari iligkilerin ciddi sekilde za-
rar gérmesine neden olmaktadir. I. Korfez krizi ve hemen sonrasinda baglayan savasin, Tiirkiye ile sinir komsusu
Irak arasindaki sosyo-ekonomik iligkileri ilizerinde yaptig1 etki iki iilke i¢in de azimsamayacak boyuttadir. Bu
baglamda uluslararasi siyasi krizlerin veya savaslarin olagelen dis ticaretler iizerindeki etkisi dikkatle incelenme-
lidir.

1. Kriz ve Siyasi Kriz Kavram Uzerine

Giinliik konugma dilinde sik¢a kullandigimiz kriz kelimesi farkli bilim dallarinda da yaygin olarak kul-
lamlmaktadir. “Kriz” kelimesinin kokeni Yunanca ve “ayirmak ya da bdlmek” anlamina gelmektedir.? Oxford
Sozligiine gore kriz kelimesi, tarihsel kriz anlaminda, ilk kez 17. ylizyil baglarinda, “bir seyin gelismesinde
yasamsal dnemdeki ya da kesin asama, doniim noktasi, daha iyi ya da daha kotii bir degismenin yakin oldugu
durumu” belirtmek i¢in kullanilmistir. Kavramin sosyal bilimlerde yaygin kullanimi genel bir tanimini yapmay1
da zorlastirmaktadir. Genel olarak kavramdan, 6nceden beklenmeyen ve segilemeyen, rgiit, organizasyon, ku-
rum veya kuruluslarca acele cevap verilmesi gereken ve cogunlukla orgiitlerin devamliligini tehdit eden gerilimli
durum anlasilmaktadir.?

Giintimiizdeki bazi yaklasimlar, bir iilkede yasanan ekonomik veya siyasi krizleri kiiresellesmeci bir
yaklasimla aciklamaya ¢alismaktadirlar. Kiiresellesmenin, gliniimiizdeki siyasi giiciin niteligini ve bi¢imini de-
gistirdigine iliskin bir inan¢ bulunmaktadir. Ekonominin dis diinya ile biitiinlesme derecesi arttik¢a hiikiimetlerin
piyasaya miidahale oran1 azalmaktadir. Bu sebeple diinya ekonomisinde yasanan bir gelisme, durgunluk ya da
istikrarsizlik durumu, bircok tilkeyi ayni anda etkisi altina alabilmektedir. Bu durumlar {ilkeler arasinda ekono-
mik anlamda karsilikli bagimliligin etkileri olarak dikkat ¢gekmektedir. Ancak kiiresel krizleri yalnizca ekonomik
etkenlere baglamak dogru bir yaklasim degildir. Krizlerin nedenlerini salt ekonomik kavramlarla agiklamaya
calismak konuya yiizeysel yaklagmaktir. Ekonomide yaganan kriz ve dalgalanmalarin nedenleri ekonomik oldu-
gu kadar siyasi de olabilmektedir.® Oyle ki Francis Fukuyama Newsweek dergisinde kaleme aldig1 “Amerikan
A.S.’nin Cokiisi”* isimli yazisinda diinyadaki krizlerin ve bozulan diinya diizeninin nedenlerini agiklarken go-
riiglerini iki temele oturtmaktadir: siyasi ve ekonomik etmenler.

1.1. Siyasi Iligkilerin Yatirim ve Ekonomik fliskilere Etkisi

Cografi mesafe, ortak sinir, vize muafiyeti, bolgesel ekonomik birliklere iiyelik gibi mekanizmalarin iil-
kelerin dis ticareti lizerinde etkileri mevcuttur.’ Dolayistyla cografi yakmlik ve sinir komsulugu gibi kavramlar
dis ticarette etkili birer unsurdur. Yapilan ticaretin tarafi olan iilkelerdeki gelismelerin bir digerini etkilemesi de
bu agidan ¢ok dogaldir. Bir iilkedeki siyasi istikrarsizlik, ekonomik istikrarsizliga neden olarak ekonomik gelis-
meyi yavaslatmakta ve bu da beraberinde ekonomik istikrarsizlik getirmektedir.® Siyasi ve ekonomik istikrarsiz-
lik, bu istikrarsizliklarin krize ve hatta savaga doniigsmesi de dis ticareti dogrudan veya dolayli olarak etkilemek-
tedir.

Ekonomik yatirimlar da gerek i¢ gerekse de dis kaynakli olsun, siyasetten, uluslararast konjonktiirden
ve siyasi istikrardan bagimsiz degildir. Yabanci yatirimlarin iilkeye girisinde aranan temel kriterler arasinda
siyasi giiven ve istikrar vardir. Yabanci yatirim, yatirilabilir kaynaklarin kisi ve kuruluslar tarafindan bagka bir
iilkeye taginmasidir. Yabanci yatirimlar, dnceleri daha ¢ok gelismis iilkelere yogunlagirken 1980°lerin sonlarin-
dan itibaren geligmekte olan iilkeler de dikkat cekmeye baslamistir. Yabanci sermaye hareketliligi {izerine gecti-
gimiz yillarda birgok arastirma yapilmistir, bilylimeden istihdama, teknolojik bilgiden verimlilige kadar ekono-
mik, sosyal, siyasi, birgok unsurun yabanci yatirimlardan bir sekilde etkilendigini ortaya koymustur.” Yani istik-

L Abdullah Ozgelik, 367 Tartismalari Baglaminda Siyasi Krizler, Aktorler, Sebepler, Boyutlar, Yaymlanmamis Yiiksek
Lisans Tezi, Selguk Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Konya, 2012, s.3.

2 Abdullah Ozgelik, a.g.e. s. 4

8 Mevliit Karabigak, “Kiiresel Krizleri Tetikleyen Nedenler ve Kiiresel Krizin Tiirkiye Boyutu”, Siileyman Demirel
Universitesi Iktisadi Idari Bilimler Fakiiltesi Dergisi, Cilt: 15, Say1: 3, 2010, ss.254-255,

4 Francis Fukuyama, “Collapse of American Inc.”, Newsweek, 10 Mart 2008.
http://www.newsweek.com/fukuyama-end-america-inc-91715

5 Gokge Tekin Turhan, Kara Sumrlart Komsulart ile Ticaretin Tiirkiye nin Kalkinmasma Etkisi Cekim Modeli Yaklasimi,
Yaymlanmamus Doktora Tezi, Kadir Has Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Istanbul, 2012, 5.98.

8 Hiiseyin Oztiirk, Siyasi Istikrarsizlik ve Ekonomi Uzerindeki Etkileri: Tiirkive Uygulamasi (1950-2003), Yaymlanmanus
Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Siileyman Demirel Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Isparta, 2004, s.2.

7 Kadir Karagdz, “Tiirkiye’de Dogrudan Yabanci Yatirim Girislerini Belirleyen Faktorler”, Journal of Yasar University, 2(8),
2008, $5.930-931.
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rarsizliklar, kriz ve savas halleri sadece mevcut siiregelen dis ticarete etki yapmamakta, ileride dogabilecek ticari
imkanlar1 da etkilemektedir.
2. Tiirkiye’nin Cografi Konumu Ve Stratejik Onemi
Cografi olarak énemli denizlerle komsu olan Tiirkiye, Istanbul ve Canakkale Bogazlar ile Karade-

niz iilkeleri ve Rusya’nin sicak denizlere acilan tek cikis kapisidir. Istanbul ve Canakkale Bogazlar1 sayesinde
Roma ve Osmanli Imparatorlugunun dogu ve batiya dogru genisleyerek uzun siireli devletler kurabilmeleri Tiir-
kiye’nin stratejik iistiinliigiiniin gdstergesidir.®

Jeopolitik; terim olarak, cografya iizerinde yasayan insanlarin lehine, biitiin degerlerin en iyi sekilde
kullanilmasidir. Jeopolitik, cografyanin politikaya verdigi yonil belirlerken, politika iiretmez; cografi tabana
dayali veriler hazirlar. Bu baglamda bir kara parcasi olarak diisiiniildiigiinde iilkemiz, Akdeniz’i Karadeniz’e
baglayan, Balkanlar, Kafkaslar ve Orta Dogu’yu birlestiren, dogu bat1 kiiltiiriinii sentezleyen bir bolge olmakla
beraber tiim Tiirk diinyasimin da merkezi konumundadar.®

Ea —}v B « 2 ; A - gt B 1 Q! ,\* 3

¥
3

'
kN

i Kaynak:

http://atasoyconsulting.com/aboutturkey.html (Erisim 28.01.2017)

Tiirkiye cografyasi bir kenar devlet goriiniimiine sahiptir, komsularinin sayisinin ¢ok olmasi nedeni ile
bir kita i¢i devlet duyarliligina ve sorunlarina sahiptir. Tiirkiye nin bulundugu yer itibari ile 6nemli olan jeopoli-
tik konumu, Tiirkiye’yi dikkatli stratejik politikalar iiretmeye zorunlu kilmaktadir. Konumu itibari ile degerli yer
alt1 ve yer iistii kaynaklara sahip olan {ilkemiz, ilginin iizerinde toplanmasina sebep olmaktadir.'® Ancak Tiirkiye
gerek uluslararasi boyutta da bolgesel boyutta da ¢ok fazla politik segenege sahip olan bir iilkedir. Bunda elbette
ki cografi konumunun ve giiniimiizdeki konjonktiirel jeopolitik sartlarm etkisi vardir.!*

3. Tiirkiye’nin Dis Ticareti

Kiiresellesmenin etkisi ile rekabetin gittikge yayginlastig1 ve zorlastig1 bir donemde iilkeler hizl bir se-
kilde gelismektedir. Kiiresel deger zincirinin 6nemli bir oyuncusu olan Tiirkiye’nin de kiiresel trend ve degisim-
leri iyi analiz ederek dogru stratejiler gelistirmesi gerekmektedir. 12 Her iilkenin ekonomik sosyal gdstergelerini
geligmis iilke insanlarinin seviyesine ¢ikarma amact vardir. Bunun i¢in iiretim, istihdam, ticari iliskiler hedefle-

8 Tlknur Semsek, “Tiirkiye’nin Jeopolitik Onemi; Koprii mii? Kanat mi? Merkez mi?”, Tiirk Asya Stratejik Arastirma
Merkezi, Mart 2014, s.2.

9 Tlknur Semsek, a.g.e. s.6.

10 Zekeriya Caligkan, “Jeopolitik Hassasiyet ve Tiirk Birligi”, Erciyes Universitesi Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi, Sayr: 13, Y1l
2011/12, s.79.

11 Suat {lhan, Avrupa Birligine Neden Hayir — Jeopolitik Yasam, Istanbul, Otiiken, 2000, s.51.

12 Mehmet Biiyiikeksi, “2014 Yilinda Diinya Pazar Payimizi Artirdik Thracatta Biiyiidiik”, Tirkive Ihracat¢ilar Meclisi
Ekonomi ve Dis Ticaret Raporu, 2015, 8.5.
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nir. Diinya tizerinde olduk¢a 6nemli bir konumda bulunan iilkemiz, bu ama¢ dogrultusunda 24 Ocak 1980’den
sonra ihracata yonelik sanayilesme stratejisi benimsemistir ve bu dogrultuda ekonomi politikasini belirleyerek
giiniimiize kadar olumlu gelismeler kaydetmistir. *3

Tirkiye, ekonomik istikrar tedbirleri ile ihracata yonelik sanayilesme stratejisi dogrultusunda farkli bir
ivme kazanmustir, dis ticareti gelismistir ve cesitlilik gostermistir. Ozellikle 80°li yillarda ihracat rejiminde yapi-
lan degisiklik ve diizenlemeler ile tescil, lisans ve ruhsat uygulamalari yiiriirliikten kaldirilmig, ihracat serbestisi
getirilmistir. Hukuki diizenlemelerle beraber ihracatcilara, vergi iadesi, gelir vergisi istisnasi, doviz tahsisi, glim-
rik muafiyetli ham madde ithalati ve ihracat kredileri gibi bazi parasal ve mali tesvikleri igeren kurumsal diizen-
lemeler hizlica hayata gecirilmistir. Bu ekonomik diizenlemelerin etkileri kisa siirede kendini gostermis 6zellikle
dis ticaret alaninda olumlu gelismeler yasanmigtir. *4

Tablo1: 1980-1990 Dénemi Dis Ticaret Gelisimi

Yillar | Ithalat Ihracat Dig Ticaret Hacrmi | Ithalat/Gsmb | Thracat/Gsmh Ithalat/
Milyon$ Milyon$ Milyon$ % Y% ihracat%
1980 7.909 2910 10.819 13.8 4.9 36.8
1981 8.933 4.702 13.636 15.2 8.1 52.6
1982 8.842 5.745 14.588 16.7 10.7 65.0
1983 9.235 5.727 14.962 18.4 11.2 62.0
1984 10.756 7.133 17.890 219 14.2 66.3
1985 11.343 7.958 19.301 21.5 14.9 70.2
1986 11.104 7.456 18.561 19.2 12.7 67.1
1987 14.157 10.190 24.347 21.1 15.1 72.0
1988 14.335 11.166 25.997 20.3 16.7 81.4
1989 15.792 11.624 27416 19.8 14.5 73.6
1990 22.302 12.959 35.261 20.8 11.9 58.1

Kaynak: DIE Istatistik Gostergeleri 1923-1990, Dig Ticaret Istatistikleri 1993,Ankara ss.25-28

1990’11 yillar Tiirkiye igin global anlamda korfez krizi ve diinya ekonomisindeki durgunluk, enflasyon,
kamu agiklari, yiikselen i¢ ve dis borg stoku, asir1 degerli kurlar gibi ulusal ekonomide meydana gelen ekonomik
sorunlar nedeni ile sikint1 bir siirecin baslangici olarak kabul edilmektedir.'®

Tablo 2: Tiirkiye Dis Ticaretinin 1990-2004 Gériinitmii

fhracat | Ithalat | DTic.Acik | DagTic.He | Ihracat Ithalat | Dig.Tic.Aqik | DasTic.Hac | thracat/lthl
Milyon$ | Milyon$ Milyon$ MilyonS | Degigim® | Degisim’% Degigim % | Degisim % | Degisim %
1950 12.959 22,302 -9.343 35.261

1991 13,593 21.047 ~7.454 34,640 49 -5.6 «20.2 -1.8 64.6
1992 14.715 22.87) -8.156 37.586 82 8.7 9.4 8.5 643
1993 15.345 29428 -14.083 44.773 4.3 28.7 2.7 19.1 $2.1
1994 18.106 23.270 -5.164 41.376 18.0 -20.9 -63.3 -7.6 718
1995 | 21.637 | 35.709 -14.072 57.346 19.5 515 172.5 38.6 60.6
1996 | 23.224 43.627 -20.402 66.851 7.3 22.2 45.0 16.6 $3.2
1997 | 26.261 48.559 ~22.298 T4.820 13.1 11.3 9.3 11.9 54.1
1998 | 26974 45.921 -18.947 72.895 2.7 5.4 -15.0 -2.6 58.7
1999 | 26.587 40.671 -14.084 67. 258 -1.4 -11.4 -25.7 «7.7 654
2000 | 27.775 54.503 -26.728 82,278 4.5 340 §9.8 223 51.0
2001 31334 41.399 -10.065 72.733 128 =24.0 -62.3 -11.6 75.7
2002 | 36.059 51.554 -15.495 27.613 15.1 24.5 53.9 20.5 69.9
2003 47,253 69.340 -22.087 116,593 31.0 34.5 42.5 33.1 68.1
2004 | 63.12] 97.540 -34.419 160.661 33.6 40.7 55.8 37.3 64.7
2005% | 46.206 74,761 -28.555 120.967 174 20.7 26.5 16,5 61.8

Kaynak: Maliye Bakanhf Yillik Ekonomik Rapor 2005 5.149. *Ocak-Agustos ayr gergekiesmesi

13 Zekeriya Mizirak, “Tiirkiye Dis Ticaretinin Gelisim Siireci (1980-2004)”, Sosyal Bilimler Meslek Yiiksek Okulu Dergisi,
Selguk Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler MYO Dergisi, Cilt 7, Say1:1-2, 2004, Konya, s.89.

14 Zekeriya Mizirak, a.g.e, $5.90-92.

15 Zekeriya, Mizirak, a.g.e, $5.92-93.
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4. TIrak’in Konumu ve Ekonomik Yapisi

Irak, siyasi, ekonomik, ticari iliskileri yani sira tarihi baglarin varlig1 sebebiyle Tiirkiye i¢in 6nemli bir
stir komsusudur. Ozellikle yasanan Kérfez krizleri nedeniyle bolge ile iliskiler zarar gérmiis ancak daha sonra-
dan zaman i¢inde diizelmeye baslamistir. Diinyanin ilk 6nemli yerlesim yerlerinden biri olan Irak bolgesinde
Osmanli Devleti’nin 1. Diinya Savasi’nda yenilmesi iizerine 1920°de ingiltere tarafindan kurulan yeni siyasi
olusumun adi ‘Modern Irak’ olmustur. Ancak bugiin Irak, cografi konumu, stratejik 6nemi, petrol rezervleri
sebebi ile Ortadogu’nun dnemli iilkelerinden biri olmaktadir. Tiirkiye’nin komsusu olmasi nedeni ile de ayr1 bir
dneme sahiptir. 16

Osmanli Devleti catist altinda birlikte gecirilen uzun zamandan sonra Irak’in 1. Diinya Savasi sonrast
Osmanli’dan ayrilmasi, iilkemiz agisindan sancili olmustur. Musul Tiirkiye sinirlart disinda kalmistir ancak Mu-
sul’daki Tiirk ¢cogunluk diisiiniildiigiinde bu durumun objektif bir siire¢ olmadigi1 daha kolay anlasilacaktir. An-
cak Tirkiye, komsu iilkelerle iliskilerini bozmak istemediginden Irak’tan toprak talebinde bulunmamistir. 1990-
1991 yillarinda Korfez Krizi nedeni ile Irak sorunu uluslararast kamuoyunun giindemine oturmustur ve Tiirkiye
bolgeye yonelik daha aktif ve dikkatli siyaset izlemek zorunda kalmustir. 17

Ulkelerin ekonomik ve sosyal gelisimlerinin en temel unsuru enerjidir. Basta ABD olmak iizere, gelis-
mis iilkeler enerji politikalarina son derece dnem verirler. Bu baglamda, diinyada sicak ve soguk savaslarin temel
sebebi enerji kaynaklarini ele gegirme ve enerjinin ticaretini kontrol altinda tutma c¢abalari olarak kargimiza ¢ik-
maktadir.'®

Enerji kaynaklar1 g6z 6niine alindiginda, Irak olduk¢a 6nemli bir potansiyele sahip bir Ortadogu tilkesi-
dir. Bu durum tilkeyi, ekonomik, siyasal, sosyal, toplumsal acidan uluslararasi arenada diger {iilkelerin dikkatini

¢cekmesine sebep olmaktadir ve bir kisim uluslararasi olaylarin merkezinde bir konumda oldugunu goéstermekte-
dir.

5. Korfez Savas1

Ortadogu ifadesi cografi tanimlamadan c¢ok siyasi bir tanimlama niteligindedir ve biiyiik 6l¢iide bolge
disindaki biiyiik giicler tarafindan olusturulmus bir ifadedir. Ortadogu bolgesinin sinirlari, 1. Diinya Savagi’ndan
sonra Ingiltere ve Fransa tarafindan belirlenmistir. Bolge zengin petrol yataklarina sahip oldugundan 1920’li
yillardan beri ABD’nin de ilgisi ¢ekmistir, bu nedenle ABD 2. Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra bolgeye yonelik bir
politika olusturmaya calismustir. 2. Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra Ingiltere ve Fransa’nin zayiflamas1 ABD’yi Orta-
dogu politikasinin daha fazla igine ¢ekmistir. Ortadogu, diinya petrol rezervlerinin %60’dan fazlasina ve dogal-
gaz rezervlerinin de yaklasik % 35’ine sahip oldugundan stratejik bir bolge 6zelligindedir. 1991 sonu ile 11
Eyliil gergeklestigi 2001 yilina kadar, ABD tek siiper gii¢ olarak, Irak’mn Kuveyt’i isgalinde goriildiigii gibi bolge
iizerinde 6nemli bir hegemonya kurmustur. '° Soguk Savas déneminde 1990’larin basina kadar ABD ve NATO
ile SSCB ve Varsova Pakti arasinda bir denge vardi. Ancak Sovyetler Birligi’nin dagilmasi tek kutuplu diinya
diizenini ortaya ¢ikarmis olmasi Amerika’nin bolgede etkili olmasimi kolaylastirmustir. 2

Bu cografya, diinyanin hidrokarbon rezervinin % 73’{ine sahiptir, komsu iilke olarak gelismekte olan ve
stirdiiriilebilir kalkinma i¢in enerji giivenligine en fazla ihtiya¢ duyulan iilkeler arasindadir. Bu sebeple, bdlge
giiveligini tehdit edecegi diisiincesi ile Tirkiye, Irak’in Kuveyt’i isgalini hemen kinayarak Birinci Korfez Sa-
vas’ma destek vermistir. Ulkemiz, bu siire¢ i¢inde Birlesmis Milletlerin Irak’a yonelik yaptirim kurallarina uy-
mus, Kerkiik -Yumurtalik boru hattin1 kapatmis, uygulanan ekonomik ambargoya destek vermistir. Bu tutumuy-
la Turkiye ciddi bir gelir kaybina ugramistir. Tiirkiye sadece ekonomik zarara ugramamustir, Irak’in kuzeyinde

16 Behget Kemal Yesilbursa, “Gegmisten Giiniimiize Irak Meselesi”, Gazi Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi, Cilt: 29, Ozel Say I,
Temmuz 2009, s5.1316-1318.

7 frina Svistunova, “Irak Faktoriiniin Tiirkiye nin Ortadogu Politikasina Etkisi(1990-2008)”, Ortadogu Analiz, Cilt: 2, Say1:
14, Subat 2010, s5.75-76.

18 A. Necdet Pamir, “Tiirkiye nin Enerji Kaynaklari ve Enerji Politikalar1”, Metalurji Dergisi, 134. Say1, istanbul, 2003, s.6.
19 Selim Kurt, “Soguk Savas Sonrast ABD’nin Ortadogu Politikas1”, Tarih Okulu Dergisi, Yil: 7, Sayr: XIX, Eyliil 2014,
s.168.

2Sedat Ergin, “Irak Savasi ve Tiirkiye ‘Irak Savasi Sonrasinda Tiirkiye nin Diinyadaki Konumu”, Cankaya Giindemi, Say:
14, Temmuz 2003, ss.8.
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otorite boslugu olugmustur. Bu nedenle PKK terdr orgiitii, Tiirkiye disinda sigmacak kamplar elde etmistir.
Irak’taki mevcut durum nedeni ile PKK teror orgiitii faaliyetlerini rahatca yiiriitebilmistir. Bu sebeplerden otiirii
Irak’m toprak biitiinliigiiniin korunmasi, istikrarin yeniden saglanmasi iilkemizin ulusal ¢ikarlar1 agisindan ol-
dukca énemlidir.?

Korfez’de yasanan siireci krize gotiiren ve 1. Korfez Savasi’n1 baglatan sebepler pek ¢cok olmakla bera-
ber goz oniindeki sebepler olarak sunlar ifade edilebilir;

e 1980 — 1988 Irak-iran savaslarinda Iran’mn Irak harekatini piiskiirtmesi ve karsi taarruza geg-
mesi
e Saddam Hiiseyin’in Kuveyt’e yonelik tarihsel bir bag ileri slirmesi
e Irak’in Iran’in iiretimini artirarak petrol fiyatlarini diisiirmesinden olumsuz etkilendigini be-
lirtmesi
Irak, iran savaslarinda Kuveyt’ten aldigi borglari Kuveyt’in silmemesini bahane ederek 2 Agustos
1990°da Kuveyt’i isgal ederek buray: 19. ili olarak ilhak ettigini duyurmustur. Irak, BM Giivenlik Konseyi’nin
ilgili karar1 uyarinca Irak 15 Ocak 1991°e kadar Kuveyt’ten ¢ekilmediginden 17 Ocak 1991 tarihinde ABD 6n-
ciiliigiindeki miittefikler “Co61 Firtinas1 Operasyonu” ile Irak’a hava ve kara harekati baslatmistir.??

Saddam déneminde, Irak’in Kuveyt’i ilhak etmesinin temel nedenlerinden biri Kuveyt’i Ingiltere tara-
findan olusturulmus yapay bir devlet olarak gérmesidir. Bir baska neden ise petrol fiyatlar1 politikasindaki dii-
siincelerde farkliliklarin ortaya ¢ikmasidir. 23

Giivenlik Konseyinin 678 sayili kararinca Irak’in 15 Ocak 1991 gece yarisina kadar Kuveyt’ten birlikle-
rini geri ¢ekmemesinden otiirti, 17 Ocak 1991 sabah saatlerinde Suudi Arabistan’dan havalanan Amerikan ve
Ingiliz ucaklar1 Irak taki askeri hedefleri vurmaya baslamistir. Radar tesisleri ve erken uyari sistemleri, havaalan-
lar1, fiize iisleri ve Kuveyt’teki Irak birliklerinin lojistik kanallar1 baslica hedefler olarak vurulmustur.?*

Yaklasik 100 saat siiren kara harekatindan sonra, Irak yenilmis ve BM Giivenlik Konseyi’nin 3 Nisan
1991 tarihli ve 687 sayih karari ile Irak siki bir denetim altina alinmistir.?®

6. Tiirk Dis Ticareti ve I. Korfez Savasi’min Etkileri

Tirk dis ticaretinde genel olarak iilke gruplarina gore dis ticaret gelisimi incelendiginde, Ekonomik
Kalkinma ve Isbirligi Orgiitii (OECD ) iilkelerinin nemli bir paya sahip oldugu gériiliir. 1980 yilinda ismi gecen
iilkelere toplam ihracat1 iginde % 44,4°lik bir pay ayiran iilkemizin bu oran1 1990°da % 55,96’ya ¢ikmistir. Ayn
donemde iilkemiz ithalatta % 45,2°den % 67,5¢ yiikselmistir. 26 1980-1990 yillar1 arasinda ihracata dayal bii-
yiime modeli ile dis ticarette nicel gelismeler gozlenmistir. Sanayi iirlinleri ihracatinin artmasi Tiirkiye’de sana-
yinin gelismesi ve sanayilesmenin hizlanmasi olarak disiiniilmemelidir, bu yaniltict bir ifade olacaktir. Cilinkii
bu gelismelerin temelinde dis ticaretin etkisi ile eksik kapasitelerin iyi belirlenerek etkin kullanilmasi gergegini
g6z ard1 etmemek gerekir. 2’

1990’11 yillart inceledigimizde, uluslararasi ticaretin gelisimi ve rekabetin degisen yapist karsisinda
Tiirkiye Ekonomisi 1980°li yillarda ekonomik bilyiime ve sanayilesme stratejisi bakimindan ithal ikameci sana-
yilesmenin yerine ihracata yonelik bilylimeyi hedef alan bir strateji ile ilerlemeyi planlamistir. Bu planlama,

2 Levent Ak, ABD’nin Irak Savas Stratejisinin Incelenmesi (2003-2010), Yaymlanmams Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Harp
Akademileri Komutanlig: Stratejik Arastirmalar Enstitiisii, Istanbul, 2010, s.1.

22 Mehmet Oztiirk, “1. Kérfez Savag’indan (1990-91) 11 Eyliil Siirecine ABD’nin Irak Politikasi ve Bunun Tiirk- Amerikan
Iliskilerine Etkileri”, Akademik Bakis Dergisi, Say1: 16, Ocak-Subat-Mart 2010, s.2.

2 Mehmet Oztiirk, a.g.e. ss.1-2.

24 Mehmet Oztiirk, a.g.e. s.5.

%5 Mehmet Oztiirk, a.g.e. ss.6.

2% 7ekeriya Mizirak, a.g.e, 5.94

27 Zekeriya Mizirak, a.g.e, 5.94
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ekonominin tiim yonleri ile digsa agilmasini ve piyasa ekonomisi enstriimanlarini harekete gegirmeyi ve iilke
ekonomisinin diinya ekonomisi ile entegrasyonunu amaglamaktadir.?®

Korfez krizi 6zelde ve diinyadaki ekonomik durgunluk da genelde, Tiirk ekonomisini olumsuz etkile-
mistir. Thrag iiriinlerinin maliyetlerinde artislar meydana gelmistir, bunu izleyen siiregte rekabet avantaji kay-
bolmustur, bu sebeplerle ihracat¢inin lehine olan kur politikasindan vazgegilerek TL’nin asir1 degerlenmesine
g6z yumulmustur. D1s ticarette en yiiksek ortak payday1 olusturan Avrupa Birligi tilkelerinin ekonomik sorunla-
rinin artmast, Korfez krizinin etkilerinin ortaya ¢ikmast ve eski dogu blogu serbest piyasa ekonomisine ge¢mesi
gibi faktorler sonucunda 1990-1993 yillarinda ihracatta yavaslama goriilmiistiir.?

1.Kérfez Savasi sonrasi kiiresel giiclerin Baas yonetimine karsi uyguladiklar1 36. Paralel siir ile Irak
merkezi yonetiminden ekonomik olarak koparilan Kuzey Irak’in biitlin bir ekonomik yasami, bulundugu cograf-
ya siirlart bakimindan bir bakima biitiiniiyle Tiirkiye ile ticarete dayandirilmistir.*® Irak Savasi, global ekono-
mik durgunluk, rekabetin farklilasmasi gibi sebeplerle biitiin diinya iilkelerinin ilgisini ve dikkatini ¢ekmistir.
Savas fiilen kisa siirmiis olsa da etkileri ve sonuglari itibari ile hala iizerinde konusulan bir savas olarak kargimi-
za ¢ikmaktadir. Irak Savagi, stratejik Gneme sahip olan tlilkemiz igin de ekonomik, siyasi, sosyal a¢idan oldukc¢a
onemlidir. Yakin gegmisimizden bugiine dogru inceleme yapildiginda 1991 Korfez Savasi’nin, énemli sinir
komsusu olarak Tiirkiye’nin ekonomisi tizerindeki etkilerini gormek miimkiindiir.

Cografi yonden Irak sinir komgumuz oldugundan Iraktaki savas; etkileri, nedenleri ve sonuglari itibari
ile iilkemiz ekonomisinin yoniinii belirlemede olduk¢a 6nemli rol oynamustir. Irak, Korfez Savasi oncesinde
diger sinir komsularimiza kiyasla ihracatimizin fazla oldugu, ihracatimizi en biiyiik hizla artirabildigimiz tilkedir.
1988 yilinda toplam ihracatimiz 11.6 milyar dolardir ve ihracatimizda en biiyiik paya % 8.5 ile Irak sahip olmus-
tur.3!

Irak ile ticaretimizde Habur sinir kapisi, Tiirkiye ile ii¢iincii iilkelere ticaret ve tasimacilikta oldukga
onemli role sahiptir. Her giin yaklagik 1500 ara¢ Habur’dan giris ve ¢ikis yapmaktadir. Tiirk ihrag mallar ile
liglincii lilke mallar1 da bu sinir kapisi ile tasinmaktadir. Yine Korfez Savasi oncesinde Tiirkiye Irak’a mal ihra-
catindan bagka hizmet ihracati da yapmaktaydi. Basta bankacilik olmak {izere farkli hizmetlerden gelir elde
edilmektedir. Tiirk is adamlarinin ihalelere katilmak {izere miiteahhitlik hizmetleri ile kazang saglamalar1 da
bunlara bir 6rnektir. Korfez Savasi sebebiyle bu tiir ekonomik faaliyetler de zarar gormiistiir.

2 Agustos 1990’da Kuveyt’in Irak tarafindan isgal edilmesinin ardindan, dort giin sonra, Birlesmis Mil-
letler Giivenlik Konseyi, geri ¢ekil uyarisini dikkate almayan Irak’a karsi uygulan ekonomik ambargo;

o  Ulke olarak Irak pazarindaki ticaretimizi olumsuz etkilemistir.

e  Savas sonrasi petrol fiyatlarindaki artig ithalat maliyetlerinin artmasina sebep olmustur.

e Savas Oncesinde ortalama 200 milyon dolarlik hayvan ihracati varken savas sonrasi ihrag etti-
gimiz iirlinlerden et ithal edilmeye baslanmistir.

e  Petrol boru hattt kapatilmasi ile Tiirkiye navlun getirisini kaybetmistir.

e Dogu iilkelerine saglanan nakliye hizmetleri olumsuz etkilenmistir, miiteahhitlik kazanglar
azalmustir, Irak hiikiimeti 6deme giiciiniin azalmasi nedeni ile Merkez Bankasi ve Tiirk Banka-
cilik kesimi 2,5 milyar dolar zarara ugramustir.

e Savasin dogrudan etkilerinin yaninda, turizmde rezervasyon iptalleri gibi dolayli etkilerinin ol-
dugunu sdylemek de miimkiindiir.

Irak Savasi Sonrasinda ise;

o Iflas eden sirketler artmistir.

e Issizlik artnmstir, yatirmlar ve gelirler azalmistir.

e Savunma, ilag ve gida sanayiinde ilerleme goriilmiistiir.
e  Akaryakit fiyatlar diizenli olarak yiikselmistir.

2 Murat Doganlar, Harun Bal, Mehmet Ozmen, “Uluslararasi Ticaret ve Tiirkiye’nin Ihracat Fonksiyonu”, Manas
Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, Say1 7, .91.

29 Zekeriya Mizirak, a.g.e, .93

3 Mehmet Oztiirk, a.g.e. ss.15-18.

31 Dilek Ozbek, “Irak’taki Savagin Tiirk Ekonomisine Etkileri”, Cankaya Giindemi, Say1: 14, Temmuz 2003, s.4.

% Dilek Ozbek, a.g.e., s. 4-7.
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e Yeniden yapilandirma siirecinde ¢imento, demir, ¢elik basta olmak {izere farkli mal ve hizmet
ihracatinda artis gozlenmistir.

e  Savasin bitmis olmasi Tiirkiye agidan en dnemli gelismedir. Bunlarin yaninda, Irak’a ulagimin
en kisa yoldan iilkemiz {izerinden saglanacagi diisiiniildiiglinde, bu durumun daha uzun vadede
kiiciimsenmeyecek derece faydali olacagim séylemek miimkiindiir.%

Korfez krizi 6ncesinde 1,5-2 milyar dolar seviyelerinde olan Tiirkiye ile Irak arasindaki dis ticaret hac-
mi krizle ile birlikte biiylik gerileme gostermistir. Ardindan yiiriirliige konulan BM ambargo kararlar1 Tiirki-
ye’nin dig ticaretinde ¢ok 6nemli bir pazarin kaybolmasina sebep olmustur. Bu Tiirkiye’de dogrudan ve dolayh
olarak pek ¢ok firmanin zarar gérmesine ve hatta iflas etmesine sebep olmustur. Kriz Irak ile olan sinir ticaretini
de yok ederek bdlgede is yapan binlerce kamyon ve tirin is yapamaz hale gelmesine sebebiyet vermistir.34

Tiirkiye Istatistik Kurumu (Tiiik) verilerine gore 1. Korfez Savasimin birkag yil ncesi ve birkag yil son-
rast igin ortaya ¢ikan dis ticaret rakamlari bu savasin Tiirk dis ticareti {izerindeki donemsel etkilerini net olarak
ortaya koymaktadir.

Yil ihracat Dolar | ithalat Dolar
1988 986.118.063 | 1.436.501.884
1989 445.306.256 | 1.649.750.328
1990 214.504.081 | 1.046.531.886
1991 122.398.356 492.040
1992 212.012.048 908.402
1993 160.016.825 0
1994 140.971.804 0
1995 124.138.703 0

Tabloda da goriildiigii lizere 1. Korfez Savasi sonrasinda 6zellikle Birlesmis Milletler ambargosunun
da etkisi ile Tiirkiye’ nin Irak’tan yaptig: ithalati sifira diigmiis, ihracati da azalmistir. Daha sonraki yillarda dii-
zelme siirecine girse de bdlge ile olan ticaretimiz 2003 yilinda baglayan ve Amerika’nin Irak’1 isgali ve Saddam
Rejiminin devrilmesi ile neticelenen II. Korfez Krizi ve Savasi ekonomik ve siyasi dengeleri yine yerinden oy-
natmistir.

SONUC

Savas oncesi ve sonrasinda Tiirkiye Irak i¢cin dnemli bir sinir komsusu olma 6zelligini kaybetmemistir.
Enerji kaynaklar1 bakimindan oldukg¢a zengin olmasi, 6zellikle petrol rezervi bakimindan zengin yataklara sahip
olmasi nedeni ile diinyanin biiyiik giiclii devletlerinin odagi olan Irak, I. Korfez Savasi sonrasinda uygulanan
BM ambargosuyla ciddi ekonomik sikintilar yasamistir. 2003 yilinda Saddam Rejiminin devrilmesine kadar
stiren bu ambargo sirasinda Tiirkiye de, yukarida da aciklanmaya calisildig: iizere, ciddi ekonomik kayiplara
ugramistir. Onemli 6lgiide mal ve hizmet ihrag ettigimiz iilke olarak Irak’taki savas ve uygulanan ambargo Tiir-
kiye’yi bu baglamda negatif olarak etkilemistir. Buradan hareketle de denilebilir ki, I. Kérfez Savasi sonrasinda,
ithalat ve ihracat rakamlarinda biiyiik oranda azalma olmustur.

Biitiin bunlar géz 6niine alindiginda, en 6nemli sinir komsularimizdan biri olan Irak’taki siyasi gelisme-
leri yakindan takip etmek Tiirkiye i¢in ¢ok dnemli bir sorumluluktur. Irak Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti igin hem siyasi
hem kiiltiirel hem de ekonomik olarak ¢ok dnemli bir sinir komsusudur. Irak’ta meydana gelen her krizde direk
olarak etkilenen dis ticaretimiz, smirimizda yasanan gelismeler, PKK terdr orgiitiiniin bolgedeki faaliyetleri ve
Irak’ta yasayan Tiirkmen niifus gibi faktorler, Tiirkiye’yi Irak konusunda daha aktif ve daha dikkatli politika
izlemeye, yasanan ve yasanabilecek krizlerden en az zararla ¢ikmasini saglayacak koruyucu ve onleyici politika-
lar iiretmeye zorlamaktadir. Irak sadece biiyiik giiclerin degil, Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin de ajandasinda ekono-
mik, siyasi ve sosyal olarak {ist siralarda yer almalidir.

3 Dilek Ozbek, a.g.e., s. 4-7.
34 Irak ile Dis Ticaret (BM Kararlar: Cercevesinde), 1stanbul Ticaret Odas1 Yayinlari, Yayin No: 33, Agustos 1996, ss.21-22.
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